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A Museum like no other

On February 29, 2016, the Minister of Justice Zbigniew Ziobro

decreed the erection of the Museum of Cursed Soldiers and

Political Prisoners of the Polish People’s Republic, which is currently

being created at the former Detention Centre at 37 Rakowiecka

Street in the Warsaw district of Mokotów and becoming a unique

place of remembrance.

Its key mission is to restore the remembrance of those who were

not talked about for years and to commemorate those who

were deprived of their dignity and due honor for a long time.

The Museum is also supposed to encourage creative reflection

on Polish patriotism and the most recent history of Poland.

Its aim is to show the fates of the Cursed Soldiers from many

different angles – not only in the context of military action, but

also their cooperation with the local people, daily service in

the forest unit, tragic stays and, often, deaths in the torture

chambers of the Department of Security.

The Museum will also show the history of the social resistance

movement against the totalitarian regime after 1956. The visitors

will be guided through the history of the Polish People’s Re-

public, learn about the most important events and, above all,

the history of people who, in the name of higher values and

love for their homeland, devoted their entire lives to the fight

with the inhuman regime. This also includes the phenomenon

of “Solidarity” and other opposition movements that arose at the

turn of the 1970s and 1980s. The Museum will allow its visitors

to learn the fate of not only the oppositionists from the forefront,

but also those who remain less known to this day.

 

37 Rakowiecka Street – a place of torture
and death

The prison at 37 Rakowiecka Street in Warsaw functioned

as the main political prison since 1945 throughout the whole

period of the communist regime. The most important

figures of the post-war underground independence

movement were detained here: Gen. August Emil Fieldorf

(alias “Nil”), Lt. Col. Łukasz Ciepliński (alias “Pług”), Maj.

Zygmunt Szendzielarz (alias “Łupaszka”), Maj. Hieronim

Dekutowski (alias “Zapora”), or Cavalry Capt. Witold Pilecki

(alias “Witold”).

It is here that many people involved in the independence

struggle and priests of the Catholic Church were impri-

soned; among them, there were Abp. Antoni Baraniak

(the secretary of Primate Wyszyński), Bp. Czesław Kacz-

marek, Fr. Antoni Czajkowski, Fr. Józef Zator-Przytocki,

as well as Fr. Zygmunt Kaczyński and Fr. Rudolf Marszałek,

who lost their lives here. 

After 1956, the Mokotów Detention Centre – the central

political prison – was where the most important democratic

and anti-communist opposition activists were kept, in-

cluding Andrzej Czuma, Jacek Kuroń, Karol Modzelewski,

Antoni Macierewicz, Leszek Moczulski, Zofia and Zbigniew

Romaszewscy, Anna Walentynowicz, Kornel Morawiecki

and Józef Szaniawski – the last political prisoner of the Polish

People’s Republic.

For students, teachers and more...

The Museum’s Education Department is preparing an educational

offer for students, teachers and all those who would like to discover

this unique place and the historical context of the events having

taken place here. The current educational offer can be viewed at: 

www.muzeumrakowiecka37.pl/edukacja

We also encourage teachers to contact us to stay up-to-date

with our educational offer.

In order to do so, please send an e-mail to the following address:

edukacja@muzeumrakowiecka37.pl

Visit the Museum

Opening hours:

Monday: closed

Tuesday – Friday: 9am – 4pm (last entry at 2:30pm)

Saturday and Sunday: 10am – 6pm (last entry at 4:30pm)

August Fieldorf, alias. „Nil” (1895-1953) – he commander of the Di-
rectorate for Diversion at the Headquarters of the Home Army, head
of the “Independence” organization code-named “NIE”, arrested in 1950.
Despite being tortured, he refused to cooperate with the Department
of Security. He was sentenced to death after a bogus trial. The death
penalty by hanging was carried out on February 24, 1953 in the Mokotów
prison. His body hasn’t been found to this day.
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Look behind the walls and discover
the secrets of Rakowiecka!

Visiting the former Detention Centre

The Museum guides conduct regular tours of the historic part

of the Detention Centre in Mokotów, Warsaw, where you can

see four exhibitions: “The Evidence of Crimes”, “Bugs in a Hotel,

a Shadow in the Street”. Secret operating techniques of the

Polish People’s Republic’s Department of Security”, an exhibi-

tion about the underground activities of “Fighting Solidarity”

and a collection of museum memorabilia. Visiting the Museum

is possible by prior arrangement by phone or e-mail. Larger

groups should notify the Museum in advance in order to

organize the appropriate number of guides.

Admissions: 

tel. (+48) 22 547 96 07, (+48) 22 547 96 10

e-mail: edukacja@muzeumrakowiecka37.pl

For sanitary reasons, protective masks must be worn on

the premises of the Museum.

Admission only for people over 13 years old.
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Become a Benefactor of the Museum

The memorabilia collection

The Museum is currently in the process of establishing itself

and one of its main tasks is to collect memorabilia that will be

shown in the future exhibition. We kindly ask you to provide

any memorabilia, notes or memoirs related to the Cursed

Soldiers as well as the subsequent independence struggle

in the times of the Polish People’s Republic. 

The memorabilia can be handed over in two forms: as a dona-

tion or a deposit. Those who want to provide them can reach

out in person, by phone or e-mail.

Contact details:

tel. (+48) 22 547 96 16

e-mail: k.owczarska@muzeurakowiecka37.pl

We also invite you to visit our website

www.muzeumrakowiecka37.pl 

and our Facebook page  

www.facebook.com/MuzeumWykletych

 

We collect memorabilia,

such as:

A four-cornered cap donated by the daughter
of Capt. Jan Karol Dubaniowski (alias

“Salwa”), a soldier of the National Armed
Forces who died in 1947 during the fight

against the Department of Security 
and the Internal Security Corps.

Museum of Cursed Soldiers 
and Political Prisoners 

of the Polish People’s Republic
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